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Disclaimer: the material in this fact sheet is intended as a general guide only. You should not act on the basis of the
information in this fact sheet without first getting legal advice about your own particular reason. The information is

based on the laws in Victoria as of June 2023.

DO YOU HAVE TO GO TO COURT FOR A CRIMINAL OR A TRAFFIC
OFFENCE?

If you don’t go to court, a warrant may be issued for your arrest. This means police can then take you into custody.
If you are on bail and you miss your court date, you may be taken into custody and charged with a further offence.
You should contact Youthlaw before your court date if you are under 25.

There is a free duty lawyer service at court you may be able to get assistance from if you can’t reach Youthlaw before
your court date.

Head to the Victoria Legal Aid website for information on:

. Going to court for a criminal charge
. Going to court for a traffic charge

YOUTHLAW

Young Peoples Legal Rights Centre
Inc No A0041616E
ABN 12 794 935 230



http://youthlaw.asn.au/contact-us/
http://www.legalaid.vic.gov.au/find-legal-answers/going-to-court-for-criminal-charge
http://www.legalaid.vic.gov.au/find-legal-answers/traffic-offences/going-to-court-for-traffic-offences

